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DuPage A.A. Roots  
Since the 1940s …  

------------------------- 
“Whenever a society or civilization perishes there 

is always one condition present: they forgot where 

they came from.”   

-- Carl Sandburg (from A.A. Archives Workbook) 

------------------------- 
 

 

  



A.A. Comes to Chicago  
“History of A.A. in Chicago” (written by Luke H. in 1949) 

– courtesy of Chicago Area 19 Archives Committee 

 



A.A. Comes to Chicago  

Further information about how A.A. came to Chicago 

can be found at pages 179-182 of Dr. Bob and the Good 

Oldtimers (© 1980, Alcoholics Anonymous World Services, 

Inc.).  Those pages refer to the late 1930s’ experiences of Earl 

T. (“Lonesome No. 1” in Luke H.’s article) and Sylvia K.  

The personal stories of Earl T. and Sylvia K. appear in 

the “Pioneers of A.A.” story section of Alcoholics Anonymous 

(4th Ed., © 2001, Alcoholics Anonymous World Services, Inc.).  

Earl’s story, “He Sold Himself Short,” is at pages 258-67, and 

Sylvia’s story, “The Keys of the Kingdom,” at pages 268-76.   

 

  



A.A. Grows in Chicago  

Here’s How (May 1949) (1st issue of Chicago newsletter) (p1 of 7) 

 



A.A. Grows in Chicago  

Here’s How (May 1949) (1st issue of Chicago newsletter) (p2 of 7) 

 



A.A. Grows in Chicago  

Here’s How (May 1949) (1st issue of Chicago newsletter) (p3 of 7) 

 



A.A. Grows in Chicago 

Here’s How (May 1949) (1st issue of Chicago newsletter) (p4 of 7) 

 



A.A. Grows in Chicago  

Here’s How (May 1949) (1st issue of Chicago newsletter) (p5 of 7) 

 



A.A. Grows in Chicago  

Here’s How (May 1949) (1st issue of Chicago newsletter) (p6 of 7) 

 



A.A. Grows in Chicago  

Here’s How (May 1949) (1st issue of Chicago newsletter) (p7 of 7) 

 



A.A. Grows Outside Chicago  
Beginning in 1945, the Chicago-Suburban Intergroup reflected A.A. growth 

outside Chicago… Below are the Intergroup’s By-Laws pamphlet & Members 

Services Directory (both c. 1961), and the Intergroup Meetings Directory (1962) 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

  



A.A. Grows Outside Chicago  
Chicago-Suburban Intergroup By-Laws pamphlet, continued … 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

  



A.A. Grows Outside Chicago  
Chicago-Suburban Intergroup Member Services Directory (1961)  

_____________________________________________________ 

 



A.A. Grows Outside Chicago  
Chicago-Suburban Intergroup Member Services Directory (1961)  

_____________________________________________________ 

 



A.A. Grows Outside Chicago  
Chicago-Suburban Intergroup Member Services Directory (redacted for anonymity)  

_____________________________________________________ 

 



A.A. Grows Outside Chicago  
Chicago-Suburban Intergroup Member Services Directory (redacted for anonymity)  

_____________________________________________________ 

 



A.A. Grows Outside Chicago  
Chicago-Suburban Intergroup Member Services Directory (redacted for anonymity)  

_____________________________________________________ 

 



A.A. Grows Outside Chicago  
Chicago-Suburban Intergroup Member Services Directory – “postscript”  

_____________________________________________________ 

 



A.A. Grows into DuPage Co  
Chicago-Suburban Intergroup Meetings Directory (1962) 

 

 

  

 



A.A. Grows into DuPage Co 
Chicago-Suburban Intergroup Meetings Directory (1962) 

 

 

 


